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A PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE

Is an empty and barren maze. I wish to run away from
It and to occupy myself with humanitarian service of the
poorest in their homes." On our way back we suddenly
found him missing from the party. He had accidentally
found an occupation after his heart. A young Pathan lad
was driving an ass loaded with stones. The ass had stum-
bled and the load had slipped off its back. Noticing his
struggles to replace the stones upon the animal's back,
Badshah Khan had stopped to help him. He invited the
rest of the party too to come and help. They all came
and soon the load was replaced on the animal's back. At
the end of it, as he wended his way home, it was with a
distinct feeling of satisfaction that he had begun the day
in a manner worthy of a Khudai Khidmatgar.
All the important events in the programme at Abbott-
abad were crowded into the second day of GandhijiJs stay.
At Manshera there was a public meeting on the 8th of
November at which an address on behalf of the inhabi-
tants of Manshera was presented to Gandhiji and another
on behalf of the Kisan Committee, Manshera. The latter
drew Gandhijfs attention to and prayed for speedy aboli-
tion of some amazingly ante-diluvian and oppressive
features of the land tenure system in certain parts of Man-
shera Tahsil, For instance, un&er it (i) hereditary-occu-
pancy tenants had to pay to the landlord from As. 4 to
As. 12 in the rupee as malikana (ownership fee) over and
above the land revenue; (ii) they had to furnish begar (for-
ced labour) for a certain number of days in the year with-
out any compensation (The quota of be gar, however, was
not fixed according to the size of the holding but varied
with the number of incumbents among whom it might
be divided. To take an illustration, supposing five hands
was the quota of begar fixed for a holding of 40 kanals.
Then, if on the death of the landlord the holding was
subdivided among eight sons of the landlord, each one of
them would claim from the occupancy holder free labour
of five hands by way of begar; (iii) inheritance in land
went all to the sons ; daughters were completely excluded.
In addition to it the address mentioned a number of